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Terrorism at UU Church

The shooting at the Unitarian Church in Knoxville, TN
on Sunday that left two adults dead and seven wounded
was an unequivocal act of terrorism. Though the inter-
national community at the UN General Assembly has
been unable to come up with a common definition of
terrorism as it applies to existing groups , there are
broad elements of a definition that are widely held. An
act of terrorism is violence by a civilian or civilians a-
gainst unarmed civilians for a political motive.

Al-Qaeda attacking US servicemen in the Kho-
bar Towers in Saudi Arabia, or in the USS Cole, or in
Iraq or even in Fort Dix, New Jersey is not terrorism. It
is a guerilla attack. Al-Qaeda attacking civilians in US
embassies in Africa or at the World Trade Center is
indeed terrorism.

So is suspect Jim D. Adkisson's attack on civil-
ians in the Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist
Church. Police found a letter in Adkisson's car express-
ing his " hatred of the liberal movement." Even if this
man hopefully acted alone it is chilling to all progres-
sive people and groups like the Unitarians. Are we free
to express our views, indeed to allow our children to
perform in a church play? Adkisson must be tried on
terrorism charges and the White House and Congress-
ional leaders must speak out against this form of terror-
ism too, not just the inflated threat from Islamic
extremists that threaten American economic interests.
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DATE: Last Monday, August 25, 7 p. m.
PLACE: Rainbow Promise MC Church
ADDRESS: 1145 US 92 East

Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays

August 2008
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Fourth Gay Pride
Festival -- the largest Com-
ing Out Day in the nation--will be
held at Lake Eola Park in Orlando all
day Octobeer 12. More than thirty thou-
sand are expected to attend. A parade
through the city will start at 3 o’clock and
a show will take place at 5 oclock in the
Park. Equality Florida will partner this
year, with Executive Director Nadine
Smith as a speaker.

“Vote with Pride!”
1s theme for the day.
+

Skipper fund growing

The Ryan Keith Skipper fund has risen just over
$5,000 since we started it a year ago and we
have just joined the Community Fund of Greater
Lakeland, who will hold the money and take care
of the non-profit stuff. When we get to $10,000
we can direct the CFGL on how to spend it -- if
we want to spend it.

Our goal is to get enough funds so that
we can use the interest to provide tuition or a
scholarship in Ryan’s name. At the PFLAG con-
ference there was a workshop on PFLAG schol-
arships and | like the stipulation that the recipi-
ent be gay and out, but we have a ways to go
before we work out the details. Prudo Bay
Alaska and back maybe!

-- Lynn



